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1. Introduction

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (registered Charity England and Wales number 207076,
Scotland number SC037654, ‘the RSPB’) was set up in 1889. It is a registered charity incorporated by
Royal Charter and is Europe's largest wildlife conservation organisation, with a membership of 1.15
million (RSPB Annual Report 2023-24). The RSPB manages 222 nature reserves in the UK covering an
area of over 158,000 hectares.

The RSPB acknowledges the pre-application discussions that have taken place with the Applicant,
National Grid Electricity Transmission, in respect of the Sea Link Development Consent Order
Application (the Application), particularly through the public consultation process but also in
addition to those requirements.

2. The RSPB’s status as an Interested Party

The RSPB notes that it is an Interested Party by virtue of ss. 57(1) and 102(1)(aa) of the Planning Act
2008 due to its freehold ownership of land at RSPB North Warren which is affected by the proposed
development but would have been registering in any event due to potential adverse effects on the
protected sites.

3. The RSPB’s interests

The RSPB is supportive of renewable energy and associated works required to upgrade the electrical
network, providing all potential adverse impacts on wildlife and habitats can be avoided through
careful siting and design. Our ecological concerns with the Sea Link Application centre around the
impacts of the cable routes on designated nature conservation sites and their features, including the
RSPB's North Warren reserve in Suffolk and Pegwell Bay in Kent and the marine environment
especially the proposed cable routes within designated wildlife sites and the Applicant’s current
approach to the mitigation hierarchy.

Although we continue to object to the proposed locations for this project, due to the risk that the
project is consented despite these concerns, our focus during the Examination will be on securing
comprehensive mitigation for potential impacts on designated nature conservation sites.

Suffolk

The onshore cables will pass underneath the Leiston-Aldeburgh Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) close to the Sandlings Special Protection Area (SPA), both of which are partly within the RSPB'’s
North Warren nature reserve. Our focus is the potential impacts of installing the cables and
associated construction and access activity on key habitats and species of these important nature
conservation sites. Our concerns include, but are not limited to,

o the adequacy of the initial environmental assessments forming part of the project’s
Environmental Impact Assessment and Habitat’s Regulations Assessment,



e the proposed safeguards/ecological mitigation around the use of trenchless cabling techniques
and any ecological impacts and future maintenance issues this may require,

e the draft DCO excluding the possibility for the Applicant to revert to open trenching for the
Suffolk landfall; both for the initial works and any future maintenance/repairs,

e the potential disturbance of birds through e.g. noise and lighting impacts,

o the ability for the existing land uses at North Warren to continue during the construction works
period and any future periods of maintenance etc.,

e the overall potential for works (including access routes) to damage habitats at the site or affect
their longer-term management and achievement of their conservation objectives,

e the limited monitoring proposed and the ability to identify requirements for further mitigation
should there be further impacts on the nature conservation interests (the feedback loop
mechanism), and;

e procedures for emergencies or faults occurring during either construction or operation and
associated impacts.

We may also wish to comment on other ecological issues including the proposed approach to co-
ordination between this and other projects in the area, any cumulative or in-combination impacts of
this and other projects, potential impacts on important species and habitats elsewhere in the cable
corridor and the Applicant’s proposals for Biodiversity Net Gain.

Kent

The onshore cables will pass through the Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA, Sandwich Bay Special
Area of Conservation and Sandwich Bay and Hacklinge Marshes SSSI. In addition to our concerns
about the proposed works site selection and minimal consideration of the mitigation hierarchy,
namely that less damaging options have not been considered, we are concerned about potential
direct and indirect impacts on the species and habitats of the area, including qualifying species for
the Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA such as Golden Plover and Turnstone, and functionally
linked land (Minster Marshes). We will be wanting to comment on proposals to mitigate loss of open
land for wintering Golden Plover, including suitability of location, and the evidence used to inform
these proposals. Our concerns include, but are not limited to,

o the adequacy of the initial environmental assessments forming part of the project’s
Environmental Impact Assessment and Habitat’s Regulations Assessment,

e the safeguards/ecological mitigation around the proposed use of trenchless cabling techniques
and associated infrastructure

e any associated habitat impacts and future maintenance issues this may cause, and;

e the protection of the shoreline and intertidal habitat together more generally with their
important species such as Turnstone.

We wish to comment on the additional risk of damage occurring, as has happened with previous
similar schemes. We may also wish to comment on the risk that future events, such as flooding, may
cause harm to the infrastructure and the potential that such damage may have knock-on impacts on
the nearby habitats. Regarding Minster Marshes, where a converter station and pylons are
proposed, we may wish to address potential impacts on farmland and wetland birds and proposals
for mitigation.



Marine environment

The RSPB is also concerned about the potential disturbance and displacement impacts of
construction, installation, maintenance and decommissioning of the subsea high voltage cable
(HVDC) on the Outer Thames Estuary SPA’s Red-throated Diver.

3. The RSPB’s capacity to engage in the Examination

Due to resource limitations, the RSPB regrets that it is unlikely to be able to attend issue specific
hearings or to submit written responses for all Examination deadlines. We propose to engage with
the Examination primarily through the submission of Written Representations and the agreement of
a Statement of Common Ground with the Applicant, setting out clearly the initial areas of
disagreement and revised near the end of the Examination to show our final position to aid the
Examining Authority. As part of this we will continue our discussions with the Applicant.

4. Note

The RSPB reserves the right to add to and/or amend its position in light of changes to or any new
information submitted by the Applicant.
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