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Assistance dogs only on Hyde’s Heath



Shoreline Trail
3.8 km (2.4 miles), 75-minute loop walk 
Gradient: Up to 12%, Steps: 38

Trail conditions
A mostly wide, undulating gravel path that starts with 
a steep slope. The trail narrows into the woodland and 
towards the shoreline. 
Description
Meander through a variety of habitats, from  
woodland to heathland, and saltmarsh and enjoy the 
breath-taking views of the harbour. In summer, reptiles 
sunbathe and Ospreys fish. In winter, Spoonbills may 
appear in front of the Harbour Hide. 
Good to know
The shoreline at Shipstal is great picnic spot. 1.3 km 
into the Shoreline Trail you can join the Silver Birch 
Trail (more details on the right).

Stay connected
Keep up to date with the latest, news, 
events and information from Arne.

RSPB Arne, Arne Road, Wareham  
BH20 5BJ
email: arne@rspb.org.uk
tel: 01929 553360

     /RSPBARNE

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a 
registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. 
SC037654. Dartford Warbler by Ben Hall, Arne by Sam Turley.  
Both (rspb-images.com).

Please recycle after use.

Explore the winding paths through the heather. 

Discover Arne

For a general 
visitor map, please 
scan the QR code.

Silver Birch Trail
1 km (0.8 miles),  
30-minute loop walk,  
Steps: only to the higher lookouts 
(see Good to know).

Trail conditions
A fairly even, wide and level trail 
with a gravel surface. The Birch 
and ancient woodland provides 
shade for most of the trail. The 
path to the Harbour Hide is 
slightly uneven. Please stay on the 
path as there are ponds and wet 
areas either side. Cyclists use the 
bridleway which forms a section of 
this trail.

Description
Starting from our Accessible Car 
Park at junction 3, this trail takes 
you through Birch woodland and 
heathland to the Dragonfly Pond 
and Harbour Hide. Small birds fill 
the woodland with song, while 
dragonflies and butterflies fly 
through the glades.

Good to know
Please collect a pass from the 
welcome team to park in the 
accessible car park. All benches 

Wetland Trail
Distance: 2 km (1.2 miles),  
Time: 45-minute there and  
back walk  
Gradient: up to 11% Steps: 0

Trail conditions 
This is a narrow trail, which is mostly flat 
with one steep slope. It can be  
very muddy. 

Description 
Follow the Coombe Heath Trail to 
junction 6 to reach the start of this out-
and-back trail. Wind your way through 
lowland heath, bordered by ponds and 
woodlands, to experience the wildlife 
of the reedbed and good views from 
the Reedbed Hide. 
Reptiles, dragonflies, and warblers 
inhabit the heathland, while 
Kingfishers, Marsh Harriers, and 
Warblers rest in the reedbeds. 

Good to know
This trail leads to the Reedbed Hide 
and back. 

Coombe Heath Trail
Distance: 3.7 km (2.3 miles),  
Time: 75-minute loop walk 
Gradient: up to 16% Steps: 0

Trail conditions
A wide path with a gravel surface and a number of 
slopes to reach the harbour. This open area can be 
beautifully sunny, but is breezy at times too.

Description
This trail offers sweeping views of the Middlebere 
Channel, Corfe Castle, and the Purbeck Hills. It 
winds through heathland and a delightful little 
mixed woodland which is a favourite spot for 
flycatchers, thrushes, and Coal Tits.

Good to know
You can enjoy panoramic views of Poole Harbour 
from the Middlebere Lookout.

Hyde’s Heath Trail
3.2 km (2 miles),  
60-minute loop walk 
Gradient: Up to 11%, Steps: 0

Trail conditions 
A mainly wide undulating gravel 
path with sandy patches. 
What is the trail like?
A peaceful route through swathes 
of purple heather in summer to 
stunning views of the Wareham 
Channel. 

It’s a good place to look out 
for Nightjars and Woodlarks in 
Summer and Dartford Warblers 
all year round. 

If you’re lucky you might 
spot a Dartford Warbler 
perched on top of a 
Gorse bush.

on this trail have backs and 
there’s wheelchair access to the 
screens next to the hide.

There are stairs to the higher 
lookouts (9 steps for the 
middle and 18 steps to get to 
the highest lookout). 

Site facilities
If there’s anything we can do to help 
during your visit, please contact us in 
advance, or ask when you arrive. 

Trampers are available for hire. We 
recommend you book these online 
ahead of your visit. There is a hearing 
loop available in the Welcome Tent, 
shop and café. The shop, café and 
toilets are all wheelchair accessible 
with a level step-free approach. There 
are some accessible parking spaces 
near to the shop and café. There is an 
accessible car park near to the Silver 
Birch Trail – please collect a pass for 
this car park from the welcome team. 

Out and about 
Please read the trail descriptions for 
details of the surfaces and gradients 
so that you can decide if they’re 
suitable for you. For full details on 
accessibility, please visit  
rspb.org.uk/Arne
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