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RSPB Pagham Harbour and nearby RSPB Medmerry in West Sussex offer free access to 

teacher-led school groups visiting the reserves. The visit must be prebooked via the 
form on our website. Full details and terms and conditions can be found here. This 

document focuses on Pagham Harbour but also contains relevant information about visiting 
the nearby site, Medmerry, which is referenced in the secondary curriculum. 

Self-led school visits to Pagham Harbour and Medmerry are available Monday to Friday 
during term time (availability in West Sussex school holidays may be limited due to family 
events – mainly on Tuesdays and Thursdays).  

Groups of up to 45 pupils are welcomed between 9.30 am and 3.30pm at Pagham Harbour 

– note that coaches cannot access Medmerry, so minibus sized groups are more appropriate 
there.  

A pre-visit to the reserve is strongly recommended to prepare a thorough risk 
assessment. Please go to Pagham Harbour Local Nature Reserve, West Sussex to find out 

more about the facilities at the reserve and note that Medmerry Nature Reserve, West 
Sussex does not have visitor facilities such as toilets. 

Additional Facilities available for self-led school visits 

Facilities Additional information 

Coach Parking Groups arriving by coach at Pagham Harbour must request one of 
the reserve’s two coach bays when booking. Groups wishing to also 

visit Medmerry must use a minibus as coaches are unable to access 
Medmerry.  
Book your visit here 

Use the address: Pagham Harbour Local Nature Reserve, 

Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 7NE 

What3Words: mirroring.starch.commoners 

For Medmerry, please use the Earnley car park and note that there 

is a height barrier with a code – the visit leader will need to call the 
reserve prior to visit date to get the code (tel: 01243 641508). 

Medmerry, Selsey Road Sidlesham, West Sussex, PO20 7JL 

What3Words: eagles.specifies.type 

Toilets The toilets are located outside, next to RSPB Pagham Harbour 

visitor centre. There are separate toilets for men and women plus 

an all-access toilet. Remember: there are no facilities at Medmerry 

– you can plan your visit to use the facilities at Pagham Harbour.  

Please note toilets are used by all visitors. Pupils should be 

supervised at all times and the facilities should be left in the 

condition you found them in.   No more than 10 pupils at a time 

please.  

Lunch space There are outdoor picnic benches available for public use to the 

front and back of RSPB Pagham Harbour visitor centre. Additionally, 

there is a shelter in the Discovery Zone that can hold a class.  

’The Hub’ is a compact indoor space that, if available, can be used 

by school groups. Please use the final question of the booking form 

(asking about further details) to request this. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-we-do/education-and-inspiring-the-next-generation/self-led-reserve-visits/self-led-reserve-visits-resources
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/pagham-harbour-local-nature-reserve
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/medmerry
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/medmerry
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-we-do/education-and-inspiring-the-next-generation/self-led-reserve-visits/self-led-reserve-visits-resources
https://what3words.com/mirroring.starch.commoners
tel:01243%20641508
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Areas of the 

reserve suitable 

for school groups 

The Discovery Trail, next to the visitor centre at Pagham 
Harbour is 1.75 miles long and includes a pushchair/wheelchair 
friendly option that take about 20 minutes and provides views of 
the harbour and the saltmarsh – there are salt resistant plants 

and birds with different length beaks and your view will vary with 
the level of the tide. There is also a pond, although pond dipping 
is not permitted. The full trail offers a variety of habitats including 
a small woodland suitable for minibeast hunting with your own kit, 
plus a bee bank for careful observation only. 
The Ferry Hide can hold a class (subject to other visitors), but 
the Church Norton hide is not suitable for school groups. 
Please note that the 800m long Church Norton Trail is not 
recommended for school groups as parking is limited and part of 
the footpath from the visitor centre is inaccessible at high tide. 
The trails can be extended and linked using the of Public Rights of 
Way across the site, but tidal routes (such as the walk to Church 
Norton) are not suitable for school groups. 
A thorough risk assessment should be prepared by the 
school prior to a visit. 
Please see our Pagham Harbour trail map, Medmerry trail map  

and Pagham Harbour and Medmerry trail map.  

Accessibility • The Visitor centre and the Hub at Pagham Harbour are all on 
one level and have level access. 

• The accessible toilet is located in a separate block next to the 
visitor centre and is accessed by a ramp. It also has changing 
facilities. 

• A shorter, 0.75 mile section of the Discovery Trail is wheelchair 
accessible.  

• Trails may become muddy and waterlogged. 
• Ferry Pool hide is 250 m from the visitor centre along a level 

surfaced path. The hide can be accessed via a ramp or steps. 
School groups wishing to visit Medmerry should contact the 
reserve directly for detailed accessibility information. 

Café/refreshments There is no café, but small numbers of take away hot drinks can 

be purchased from our visitor centre by school staff between 
10am and 4pm. 

There is no shop onsite.  

Phone reception Mobile phone reception is reasonable around the site (eg on the 20 
minute Discovery Trail loop) plus on Medmerry, although it is not 

good inside the Visitor's Centre. 

Planning/booking 

your activities and 

liaising with the 

reserve 

Please advise upon booking/after site pre-visit if specific areas of 

the reserve are required to ensure they are not inaccessible due to 

maintenance etc. The reserve team would love a chat when you 

arrive and can advise on points of interest on the day etc. We’d also 

be interested to hear about the activities you’ve done when you 

leave. Please also complete the feedback form that will be emailed 

to you following the visit. 

 

Please present your booking confirmation at the visitor centre when you arrive. 

Thank you for taking all your litter home with you. 

https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:9b24d4b2-3761-45a4-b1f3-2901021df22e/Pagham-Harbour-map.pdf
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:e5c68ab5-3e4f-4487-aab9-d7c997490a4b/Medmerry-trail%20guide.pdf
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:69c6dc89-0fdd-4cf7-a36e-e009445b3c86/Pagham-Harbour-and-Medmerry-area-map.pdf

