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Public rights of way/ 

Permissive rights of 
way through reserve  

 

N 

Access is through the visitor centre.  

Accessible to open 
water 

Y Open access water across the site of 
varying depths. Ensure good 

supervision (see minimum ratios: Visit 
guidelines for teachers) and stay away 
from the water’s edge. 

 

Contact with 
contaminated water 

Y The water in the lakes at Old Moor may 
have water borne diseases.  

 

Livestock Y There are often cows grazing the 
reserve at Old Moor, however they are 

behind stock fencing and not in public 
areas.  

 

Ticks Y Whilst not common, it is possible there 
are ticks on site.  
Tick bites | NHS inform 

 

Vehicle movements  Y Occasionally Warden staff use the path 
network on Old Moor, they will travel 

slowly and take due care.  

 

Horse and bike traffic Y Whilst not on Old Moor itself, there may 

be bikes and horses on the 
TransPennine trail and courtyard.  

 

Electric fence Y Electric fences are used on the reserve 
but not in publicly accessible places 

 

Hide access and use Y Lookout Hide (with large glass 
windows) for school use. Do not use 

hide flaps, which could drop down if not 
properly opened and secured. 

 

Exposure to: 
- Allergens (eg plant 
materials) 

- Harmful/poisonous 
plants/fungi 

(mushrooms and 
toadstools) 
Plants with sharp spines 

or thorns 

Y We wouldn’t recommend touching any 
fungi or plants that the teaching staff 
are unsure of. 

Keep to cleared paths and trails. 

 

Access / services for 

persons with special 
needs 

Y Paths are well maintained and suitable 

for wheelchairs. We have a hoist and 
table in the accessible toilet.  

 

For additional guidance, training and support to help you write your risk assessment please visit 

the Outdoor Education Advisory Panel (OEAP) website. See here.  Please also read our Teacher 

Guidance for practical information about what to expect and how to organise your day. 

https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:96b423cb-2882-43ce-a7f9-eb506d0e461d/371-6653-24-25%20Teacher%20Led%20Reserve%20Offer_Visit%20Guidelines%202.pdf
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:96b423cb-2882-43ce-a7f9-eb506d0e461d/371-6653-24-25%20Teacher%20Led%20Reserve%20Offer_Visit%20Guidelines%202.pdf
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/injuries/skin-injuries/tick-bites
https://oeapng.info/visit-leader/
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:96b423cb-2882-43ce-a7f9-eb506d0e461d/371-6653-24-25%20Teacher%20Led%20Reserve%20Offer_Visit%20Guidelines%202.pdf
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:96b423cb-2882-43ce-a7f9-eb506d0e461d/371-6653-24-25%20Teacher%20Led%20Reserve%20Offer_Visit%20Guidelines%202.pdf
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Play equipment/ area Y Formal and informal play opportunities 
 

 

Adverse weather at 
lunch time 

Y Outdoor picnic benches in front of the 
visitor centre. Check weather forecast 

prior to arrival and be prepared for 
inclement weather.  

 

Injury by an animal or 
bird (Bird Flu)  

y Do not touch any dead or dying 
birds/animals. Report to reserve staff. 

 

 

Emergency procedures- 

Phone signal/ contact 
numbers 

Y RSPB Old Moor has emergency 

procedures in place including lost child, 
flooding, fire.  
Phone reception is good.  

Contact the reserve on 01226 751593 
Emergency services should be 

contacted by dialling 999 and asking for 
the relevant service. Site staff will 
assist with guiding emergency services 

etc if required. 
Location: Dearne Valley - Old Moor, Old 

Moor Lane Wombwell, Barnsley, 
Barnsley, S73 0YF. What3words: 
What3Words:imposes.flick.clays 

 

Bug hunts  Y The Discovery Trail is the only area 
suitable for minibeast hunts with your 

own kit. See Minibeast and bug safari 
for general guidance and resources. 

Moving stones and logs when looking 
for invertebrates could trap fingers or 
strain muscles. 

When branch shaking (over a sheet to 
catch and observe fallen invertebrates), 

care should be taken to protect eyes.  
 

 

Other   Description   

Permitted routes Please refer to site map for marked trails.  

Other Users The reserve is open to other visitors.  

Pond dipping (if pre-booked) 
Adults must sign the declaration 

sheet stating they have read the 
guidelines and accept 

responsibility for their group 
before going out. 

Please ensure your school risk assessment 
includes mitigations for these hazards (overleaf). 

Pond dipping is only available from Easter to October 
half-term. 

https://what3words.com/imposes.flick.clays
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/go-on-a-bug-safari
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Harm to wildlife Y Please only use the equipment provided 
at the Visitor Centre and not your own. 

Otherwise you could be bringing 
invasive weeds and diseases to our 

pond! 
Use recommended Pond dipping 
technique.  

 

Biohazards Y Open cuts and grazes can be an entry 
point of infection if dipped in water. 

Unwashed hands also present a risk if 
put in or near mouth, nose or eyes or 

from touching food/drinking bottles. 
Handwashing is available (in small 
groups) in the toilets at the visitor 

centre. Anti-bacterial gel is 
recommended for immediate use. 

Pond dipping is not permitted in ponds 
where a significant biohazard has been 
identified. Teachers should be aware of 

the symptoms of illnesses from 
contaminated water (eg Leptospirosis) 

in case of subsequent illness. 

 

Falling into the water Y Pond dipping only allowed from the 

established pond dipping area(s) – 
please check when you collect your kit. 
Use recommended Pond dipping 
technique. 
A rescue throwline is available at the 

dipping area. Please report any 
incidents to the Visitor Centre staff. 
In the unlikely event of water levels 

making pond dipping unsafe, it will not 
be permitted. 

 

Long handles on nets Y The long handles on nets could cause 
injury if not carried or used with 

awareness of surrounding people.  
Carrying nets upright is recommended, 
as is ensuring a safe distance behind 

those using the net. Pond dipping 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/pond-dipping
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/leptospirosis/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/pond-dipping
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/pond-dipping

