RSPB

Reserve Specific Information for Titchwell Marsh

For additional guidance, training and support to help you write your risk assessment please visit the Outdoor
Education Advisory Panel (OEAP) website. See here. Please also read our Teacher Guidance for practical
information about what to expect and how to organise your day.

Hazard

Comments

Considered
by school
on risk
assessment

(tick H)

- Allergens (eg plant
materials)

- Harmful /poisonous
plants/fungi (mushrooms and
toadstools) or plants with sharp
spines or thorns

Public rights of way/ Y | The West Bank Path is a public footpath

Permissive rights of

way through reserve

Accessible to open Y | Areas of open water on the reserve -

water (including the please stick to the footpaths.

sea) Ensure good supervision and stay away
from the water’s edge.

Incoming tides Y Parts of this reserve are affected by tides
- check tide times in advance.

Uneven surfaces, Y For example, dunes, strandline, war time

including natural relics, building remnants and

environmental features archaeological features.

Contact with Y See pond dipping notes below (if relevant)

contaminated water

Livestock N No Livestock on the reserve.

Ticks Y Areas of long grass are not accessible to
the general public. Grassed areas are
mown/strimmed on a regular basis. For
further information see: Tick bites | NHS
inform

Vehicle movements Y The site team manually use a battery-
operated cart (not power driven). Site
vehicles have access to certain areas for
emergency purposes only.

Horse and bike traffic N Horses and riders have no access, cyclists
are asked to dismount when using the
paths and encouraged to leave bicycles at
the main meet and greet area.

Electric fence Y An electric fence is used in the summer.
There is clear signage to warn visitors of
the danger.

Unexploded ordnance Y Occasionally WWII debris is found on beaches
in the region. Site risk assessments are in
place to manage this. If you're unsure, move
away and inform site staff.

Hide access and use Y Hide flaps could drop down if not properly
opened and secured.

Exposure to: Y We wouldn’t recommend touching any fungi or

plants that the teaching staff are unsure of.
Keep to cleared paths and trails.



https://oeapng.info/visit-leader/
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:96b423cb-2882-43ce-a7f9-eb506d0e461d/371-6653-24-25%20Teacher%20Led%20Reserve%20Offer_Visit%20Guidelines%202.pdf
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/injuries/skin-injuries/tick-bites
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/injuries/skin-injuries/tick-bites

Considered

E by school
Hazard 2 Comments on risk
g assessment
- (tick E)
Play equipment/ area N
Adverse weather at Y Outdoor picnic benches. Check weather
lunch time forecast prior to arrival and be prepared
for inclement weather. In inclement
weather, please speak to the Duty
Manager to find out if it would be possible
to use the Fen Hide - a small space with
just enough space for a class to shelter to
eat lunch.
Injury by an animal or Y Do not touch any dead or dying

bird (HPAI)

birds/animals. Report to reserve staff.
Dogs on leads are permitted along the
West Bank Path.

Emergency Y
procedures- Phone
signal/ contact
numbers

Educational group leaders should contact
the reserve team on the main landline
(01485 210779) or via the two-way radio
provided on arrival. They will also be
given a list of What3Word locations to
provide to emergency services in case of a
serious incident. Emergency services
should be contacted by dialling 999 and
asking for the relevant service, including
Coastguard. Site staff will assist with
guiding emergency services etc if
required.

Titchwell Marsh, Main Rd, King's Lynn,
Norfolk, PE31 8BB

What3Words: curls.grower.remembers

Pond dipping (if pre-booked)

Please ensure your school risk
assessment includes mitigations for
these hazards

Harm to wildlife Y

Please only use the equipment provided at

the Visitor Centre and not your own.
Otherwise you could be bringing invasive
weeds and diseases to our pond!

Use recommended Pond dipping
technique.



https://rspb.sharepoint.com/sites/EducationFamiliesTeam/Shared%20Documents/Teacher%20Led%20Access/Free%20School%20Access/Site%20Recruitment/Titchwell/curls.grower.remembers
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/pond-dipping

Considered
by school
Comments on risk
assessment

(tick E)

JueAnd|oy

Hazard

Y/N |
Biohazards Y Open cuts and grazes can be an entry
point of infection if dipped in water.
Unwashed hands also present a risk if put
in or near mouth, nose or eyes or from
touching food/drinking bottles.
Handwashing is available (in small groups)
at the toilets in the visitor car park. Anti-
bacterial gel is recommended for
immediate use.
If Bird flu or blue green algae is present
on site, pond dipping is not permitted.
Teachers should be aware of the
symptoms of illnesses from contaminated
water (eg Leptospirosis) in case of
subsequent illness.
Falling into the water Y Pond dipping only allowed from the
established site with platform, which is
wide enough to accommodate at least 2
people side by side (with a bench
available to the side). The pond is at least
1.5 metres deep.
Use recommended Pond dipping
technique.
There is a rescue pole at the pond dipping
platform. It is checked regularly during
site audits. Please report any incidents to
the Visitor Centre staff.
Long handles on nets Y The long handles on nets could cause
injury if not carried or used with
awareness of surrounding people.
Carrying nets upright is recommended, as
is ensuring a safe distance behind those
using the net. Pond dipping
Bug hunts Y | We wouldn’t encourage schools to move
logs within a log pile (heavy logs could
cause injury if lifted). Adult help is
recommended to lift smaller stones and
logs and place them down slowly.
There are low lying bushes in the picnic
area that could be used for minibeast
hunts. Measures should be taken to avoid
items getting into eyes when branch
shaking (over a sheet to catch and
observe fallen invertebrates).

Other



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/leptospirosis/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/pond-dipping
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/pond-dipping

RSPB

Permitted routes

All routes that general visitors use are suitable for School groups, providing they
have been pre-walked and risk assessed by the visit organiser, taking into account
the needs of your group.




