
 

Self-led visits at RSPB Dearne Valley - Old Moor 

   

 

RSPB Old Moor is in South Yorkshire between Rotherham and Barnsley offers 

free access to self-led school groups visiting the reserve. The visit must be 

prebooked via the form on our website. Full details and terms and conditions can be 

found here. 

Self-led School Visits to Old Moor are available Monday to Friday during term time.  

Groups of up to 30 pupils (1 class) are welcomed between 9.30 am and 3.30pm.  

A pre-visit to the reserve is strongly recommended to prepare a thorough risk 

assessment.  

Please go to Dearne Valley Old Moor Nature Reserve - The RSPB to find out more about the 

facilities at the reserve. 

Facilities Additional information 

Coach Parking There is 1 coach space available. Please note the car park has height 
restrictions in place but the coach bay is before the height barrier.  
Book your visit here 
Use the address: Dearne Valley - Old Moor, 

Old Moor Lane Wombwell, Barnsley,S73 0YF 

what3words///imposes.flick.clays  

Toilets The toilets are located in the Visitor Centre. We recommend using the 

facilities on arrival and at lunch time. This will help the site staff manage the 

facilities at busy times. Please note toilets are used by all visitors 

Pupils should be supervised at all times, and the facilities should 
be left in the condition you found them in.    

We recommend that pupils are organised in small groups when using 

the facilities with no more than 10 children queueing at any one time. 
 

We have two accessible toilets, one has changing facilities (table and 

hoist).  

Lunch space There are outdoor picnic benches available for public use on the lawn 

outside the visitor centre, please see reserve map.  There is an outdoor 

shelter in the Education Space, marked C on the Old Moor map.  

Areas of the 

reserve suitable 

for school 

groups 

• Please keep to footpaths around the site which are signposted. The 
Discovery Trail is the most suitable route for school groups.  
A thorough risk assessment should be prepared for the route 
around the site. 

• School groups can visit the Lookout hide situated on the Green Lane 
Loop. The garden bird hide is suitable for children, but space is 

limited, so no more than 15 children in here at a time please.  Other 
hides are not for school use. Please note that the hides are also used by 
other members of the public visiting the reserve.  

• The Wildlife Gardens (A on the map) bring Schools’ Wild Challenge 
activities to life. 

• Copse meadow (D on the map) is a shady meadow space with a log 
circle you can use.  

• There are “Take a Peek” information boards and invertebrate tiles for 
pupils to take rubbings along the trails.  

• There is a bird feeding area which schools can view in the wildlife 

garden and at the garden bird hide. 

Please see RSPB Old Moor General Trail Map and Child Friendly Reserve Map 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-we-do/education-and-inspiring-the-next-generation/self-led-reserve-visits/self-led-reserve-visits-resources
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/dearne-valley-old-moor
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-we-do/education-and-inspiring-the-next-generation/self-led-reserve-visits/self-led-reserve-visits-resources
https://what3words.com/imposes.flick.clays
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:dc264d45-66b0-44d5-a900-882129c6c99a/Downloads/Reserves/Reserve-maps/2433-RSPB-Bempton-Tear-map-main-A3-WEB.pdfaps/general-trail-maps/bempton-cliffs-trail-guide.pdf
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:349bc72c-c8c1-48e1-8d35-cbc6297c120b/Downloads/Reserve-maps/2433-RSPB-Tear-map-main-A3-AW.pdf
https://base-prod.rspb-prod.magnolia-platform.com/dam/jcr:b12d3db2-b43e-4d9c-be7d-2f2a88148394/Downloads/Reserve-maps/2433-RSPB-Tear-map-family-A3-AW.pdf
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Shop and Café  • Reserve shop – please arrange access with the site team on 
arrival and organise your class into small groups of no more 
than 10. 

• Café - You are welcome to bulk order from the café in advance of your 

visit, for example ice creams. Please note there are no indoor 

facilities for school groups.  

• Please check the website for opening times of the shop and cafe on the 

day you’re visiting https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/dearne-

valley-old-moor  

Phone reception RSPB Old Moor has mobile phone reception.  

Optional Pond 

dipping 

It may be possible to hire pond dipping kits between Easter and October 

half-term – please contact the reserve directly to discuss costs, reserve 

your kits and agree to terms and conditions - Old.Moor@rspb.org.uk 

(Information to help you create your risk assessment can be found in the 

Health & Safety Considerations document for the site). 

 

Please present your booking confirmation at the visitor centre when you arrive. 

Thank you for taking all your litter home with you. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/dearne-valley-old-moor
https://www.rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/dearne-valley-old-moor
mailto:Old.Moor@rspb.org.uk

