
Teacher-led activity:  
Scavenger hunt   
Learning objective 
Make observations and comparisons using sensory skills to find examples of objects,  
materials and living things

Steps to success
Understand instructions to look after the environment  
and stay within the boundaries specified
Use sensory skills and close observations to find items with specific criteria
Demonstrate understanding by making collection of examples using described criteria
Explain how the items fit the criteria
Group similar items

What you will need 
A scavenger hunt list for each group (example at bottom of sheet) 

Optional items to bring
A camera to take pictures of collections

Time needed 
30 minutes to one hour
Activity 
	• 	Split the class into groups and give each a scavenger hunt list.   
	• 	Discuss with the group why it is important not to pick flowers or leaves which are still 

alive – only collect what is dead or on the ground. If they can’t find something that can 
be brought back, ask them to remember their example and to tell you about it. 

	• 	Set clear guidelines and boundaries in the area the group is using.
	• 	Allow children time to explore the area.
	• 	For young children, you may want to give them a piece of card with double sided tape 

on it so that they can stick their findings onto it. Older children can bring things back to 
show you or make a collection in their group.

	• 	Allow time to show and compare different examples collected by each group which fulfil 
the same description. 

	• 	Encourage the pupils to use words to describe the colours and textures using words to 
make comparisons. Pupils should explain how their item fulfils the criteria. 

	• Group objects the class has found to show the variety of objects which fulfil each criteria. 
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Where 
In a designated area of the reserve where there is a bit of space for the groups to gather, sort 
and discuss their scavenged finds.

Vocabulary
words to describe textures and colours, words to make comparisons

Time of year 
All year round 

Pre-visit activity 
Pupils can make up scavenger hunt lists. These could be based on letters of the 
alphabet or on different textures or different colours, for example. 

Example list
Something smooth 
Something round 
Something spiky 
Something yellow 
Something soft 
Something hard 

For further inspiration
Nature Scavenger Hunts for Kids - Woodland Trust

Post-visit activity
This activity is evidence of completing the Sensing the World activity as part of  
RSPB Wild Challenge. 
Find out how to sign up and complete your RSPB  Wild Challenge for schools 
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https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/01/nature-scavenger-hunts/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/wild-challenge/wild-challenge-for-schools

