
Self-guided activity:  
Environmental art 

Learning objective 
To explore different colours and textures in nature
To create a natural sculpture 

Steps to success
	• Be able to use a viewfinder to make focused observations
	• Find examples of different colours and textures in nature
	• 	Describe textures and colours
	• 	Collect natural items of interest (see note below)
	• 	Create a sculpture
	• 	Appreciate the work of others

What you will need 
Viewfinders (see pre-visit activity below) 

Optional items to bring
A camera to take pictures of the finished work  
Pictures of other natural sculptures such as pictures of the work of Andy Goldsworthy  
or Agnes Denes 

Time needed 
One hour 
Activity 
	• Split the class into small groups or pairs. 
	• 	Demonstrate how to use the viewfinder to help to identify colours and textures. With 

their viewfinders, encourage each group to identify different colours and textures by 
‘framing’ them. The groups can share their findings with each other, explaining what they 
chose and why. They can share words to describe textures and colours and make compar-
isons between different areas of interest. 

	• Working in their groups, the pupils can collect natural items. Be sure to tell them not 
to pick any living plants and to use what is already on the ground. You may also want to 
guide them as to the size of the sculpture and emphasis the 3D quality of a sculpture.

	• 	Ask them to create a sculpture using what they have found. This could be from their  
imaginations, or it could be based upon something else they are learning about  
eg invertebrates in science.

	• 	Once they have finished, the whole class can share their creations in the outdoor  
‘gallery’. Each group can provide their own interpretation and allow others to  
appreciate the sculpture. 
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Where 
In a designated area of the reserve where there is a bit of space for the groups to create their 
own natural sculptures 

Vocabulary
Shape, words to describe textures, colour, sculpture, interpretation, appreciation, gallery

Time of year 
All year round 

Pre-visit activities 
Make a viewfinder: Pupils can make their own viewfinder by taking an A5 piece of card and 
cutting out a rectangle, leaving a border of 2.5 cm. 
Research the work of an environmental artist such as Andy Goldsworthy or Agnes Denes
Look in the school grounds for different colours and textures, using their viewfinders. 

Post-visit activities
This activity is evidence of completing the Look Closer activity as part of  
RSPB Wild Challenge. 
Find out how to sign up and complete your RSPB  Wild Challenge for schools 
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