
Teacher-led geography activity:  
Field sketch  
Learning objective 
To draw and annotate a field sketch
Steps to success
	• 	Know what a field sketch is – a rough drawing of a location you have visited
	• 	Know why geographers use field sketches – as a reminder of what was there
	• 	Know that field sketches contain information: 

	• Orientation – which direction is the sketch facing
	• Annotation – add detailed labels to your sketch 
	• Scale – if possible, put the size of different features to give perspective  

(not always possible as this can be very difficult) 
	• Information – where is it 
	• Sketch - what you can see 

	• 	Be able to use a viewfinder to make focused observations
	• 	Draw a field sketch
	• 	Annotate the field sketch

What you will need 
Clipboards  
Pencils   
Sketch paper 
A viewfinder (optional, see pre-visit activity below)  
Time needed 
30 minutes to one hour  
Activity 
	• Find a location on the reserve for the pupils to do their field sketch. Discuss what  

a field sketch is. Point out they are not producing a detailed piece of artwork of  
landscape, rather they are making an outline sketch highlighting the main physical  
features and landmarks.

	• 	Demonstrate how to use the viewfinder to help focus on a smaller area. Ask pupils to  
find an area to sketch using their own viewfinders.  Alternatively, they could sketch a  
specific area of interest eg, an aspect of the landscape that highlights the human impact 
on the area.

	• 	Demonstrate how to draw the horizon and how to select which physical and human 
features to include in the sketch.  

	• 	Allow the children time to draw their sketch.
	• 	Discuss the importance of labelling their sketch so that they can refer back to it  

after their visit – include the orientation, location and annotation of the features  
and landmarks. 

	• 	If there is time, the pupils could swap their sketches with each other and try to identify 
the area each sketch represents. Give feedback to others, reinforcing what should be  
included in a good field sketch.

	• For the teacher – are there words that you want your pupils to use in their sketch?  
Particular features you might encourage them to include?

Self-guided activity: environmental art



Where 
A high point on the reserve is a good spot or, if it’s wet, a view from a bird hide

Vocabulary
location, view, landscape, physical feature, human impact, landmark, distance horizon,  
foreground, fieldwork, sketch, annotate, scale, orientation

Time of year 
All year round 

Pre-visit activity 
Pupils can make their own viewfinder by taking an A5 piece of card and cutting out 
a rectangle, leaving a border of 2.5cm. 
Pupils could learn the features of a field sketch at school and practise drawing a field sketch 
in the school grounds or from a photograph.  
Internet Geography Field Sketches

Post-visit activity
This activity is evidence of completing the Look Closer activity as part of  
RSPB Wild Challenge. 
Find out how to sign up and complete your RSPB  Wild Challenge for schools 
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https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/wild-challenge/wild-challenge-for-schools

